Union Council Meeting
Minutes
October 14, 2021
Present:
Liam Grandlund
Evanka Annyapu
Sydney Tang 

Susan Dibbell
Mark Guthier

Heidi Lang

Julia Pletta
Jenny Faust

Christina Olstad

Paul Peppard
Erin Hallbauer

Aerin Lammers

Jacklyn Fischer 

Reilly Coon

Roshan Verma

Visitor: 

Danielle Brzezinski 
Stratford Vandlik

Vaathsalya Karpe

Taylor Draheim

Wufa K

Meeting called to order at 5:34 p.m.

Motion: Julia moved approval of the September 23, 2021, meeting minutes. Susan seconded the motion.  September Meeting Minutes were approved. 
Land Acknowledgement read by Liam
Open Forum

· Open Forum- no speakers. 
New Business
· Goal Presentation: 
· WUD Goal Statement: The WUD Goal statement for this year was read by Liam and presented on the screen. This is also in Box for everyone to view. Liam described how WUD has been working toward these goals already. They are using funding to help the committees reach the goals. They want to make sure they are working on these throughout the year. 
· Vote on Goal Statement: Julia motioned to approve the WUD Goals Statement for this year. Jenny second the motion. The group then had a discussion about how they will measure success of the goal. They will give an update in January on how it is going. 
· Motion: Roshan, motion to amend the goal statement to include “inviting them into the decision-making process”, on the last sentence. Evanka second. Majority vote approved. 
· Motion: Julia, motion to amend change “inviting to involving”. Jacklyn second. Majority vote approved. 
· Motion: Roshan called to question to vote on the goals. Jacklyn second. Majority vote approved. WUD Goal Statement approved as amended.
· Director Visits:
· Cuisine: Stratford Vandlik- Strat shared that they plan to highlight diverse cuisine, raise awareness about food insecurity on campus, and develop community within WUD. Cuisine programming has been going very well, with great turnout.
· DLS: Vaathsalya Karpe- Vaathsalya shared their main goals is to bring in a wide variety of speakers, and work on engagement. They have had decent turnout at their events so far. Their committee member numbers are on the lower side, which they expected. 
· Games: Taylor Draheim- Liam presented for Taylor. They are working on running two diversity show events, maintaining active member involvement, staying on top of marketing and collaborating with 5 different committees.  Games has had consistent turnout for their programming. 
· SoPo: Wafa K.- Wafa shared that their main goal is to empower the student community and celebrate everyone from different backgrounds. Especially focusing on those that feel they don’t belong. They are providing a direct platform to help get these goals accomplished. They just launched their YouTube channel last week. 
Union Advisory Boards- Julia, Liam, Sydney, Evanka

· Admin- Julia- Julia shared that they had around 20 attendees at their first meeting. They have 3 main topics they are working on this year. They selected chairs yesterday. Hiring shortage, budget experts, and Apps/Tech for the Union are the 3 working groups for the year. Ed and Julia will be meeting with each chair tomorrow. 
· Dining & Hospitality- Liam-   Liam shared that they had their first meeting, with around 10 attendees. They are working on a food policy from last year, and diversity/inclusion in dining areas. They hopefully will have a policy to bring to the November or December meeting. They also discussed the current hiring issues. 
· Facilities- Sydney- Sydney shared that they had their first meeting on October 5th. They just reviewed what they will be doing and working on subcommittees. Policy review is a big goal they are working on. Sustainability committee will be working on green spaces. And looking at spaces to determine how useful they are. They will be doing building tours at the next meeting. 
· Program & Leadership-Evanka- Evanka shared that they had a great first meeting, with good turnout. They talked about the Homecoming committee and  worked on a timeline for the year. They will be brining something to the November meeting. 
Officer Reports
· President- Liam- he shared that they have been busy working on their goals. 

· VP of Internal Relations- Sydney- she shared that they are busy working on marketing and getting events ready. They have their first all WUD social this Friday.
· VP of External Relations- Evanka- she has connected with all the Marketing Ads, and everyone is doing great. They are working on their campaign with Union marketing. 
· Secretary Update: Mark- he shared that Chancellor Blank will be leaving this spring and taking a position at Northwestern University as president. The Union leadership team decided to shorten the strategic planning to focus on the next 1-3 years to help focus on the immediate issues like staffing shortage. And lastly, everyone is busy working on the Homecoming parade. 
· Treasurer Update: Susan shared that the August financial report is in box. The Union is doing better than they anticipated. Busy working on finding solutions to the staff shortage. Last weekend was Family weekend and went very well. 
Action Items & Updates
· ASM Update: Aerin shared that it’s been a slow start this year, compared to last year. They just got their new EIC chair, and making their council full. 
· SSFC Update: Roshan shared that they also have a slower start to the year. They have started a subcommittee on student wages. 
· Dean of Students Update: Christina shared that the Swipe out Hunger initiative just ended its first week, raising $8,234. Wisconsin Welcome back initiative to help get programming for second year students, wraps up tomorrow night. And finally, they are examining the Wisconsin welcome program. 
Meeting adjourned at 7:20pm
